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As we reflect on the 23/24 school year, we are filled with gratitude for the incredible impact our
community has had on Jewish students in Cleveland and Oberlin. Despite the challenges we
faced, we persevered, adapted, and continued to thrive.

This school year, we celebrated milestones, forged new partnerships, and embarked on exciting
initiatives. Together, we tackled important issues, advocated for justice, and made a difference
on campus and in the world around us. From engaging discussions and thought-provoking
lectures to dynamic social events and service projects, we provided opportunities for personal
growth, leadership development, and Jewish learning.

Our commitment to empowering Jewish students on campus remains unwavering, and we are
dedicated to fostering a vibrant and inclusive community where every Jewish student feels
seen, heard, and supported.

As we look ahead to the upcoming school year, we are filled with hope and determination. With
your continued support and involvement, we will build upon the foundation we have laid,
furthering our mission of nurturing the next generation of Jewish leaders and strengthening our
community for years to come. Thank you. 

A NOTE FROM
OUR LEADERSHIP

Jennifer Cohen
Board President

Jared Isaacson
Executive Director



23/24 AT A GLANCE

906
SHABBAT
MEALS
SERVED

1012
STUDENTS
ENGAGED

250+
EVENTS

450+
COFFEE
CHATS

We hosted over 250 events, including Shabbat dinners, holiday celebrations, social gatherings,
and educational programs, bringing together hundreds of Jewish students and community
members.

We organized engaging discussions, guest lectures, and workshops exploring a wide range of
topics, including Jewish history, tradition, ethics, and contemporary issues surrounding Jewish
identity in Israel and the diaspora. We facilitated our Jewish Learning Fellowship, and Torah study
sessions, providing opportunities for over 1,000 students to deepen their understanding of
Judaism and connect with their Jewish identities. 

In the aftermath of October 7th, Cleveland Hillel launched advocacy campaigns and initiatives to
raise awareness about issues in Israel and the US, to combat antisemitism, and to promote
diversity, equity, and inclusion on campus. We have also fought hard to make sure all Jewish
students on campus feel seen, valued, and heard, and to create a safe and welcoming
environment for students to learn, grow, and just be. 

Take a look at some of the incredible things Cleveland
Hillel has accomplished this school year. 



DONOR SPOTLIGHT

JENNIFER COHEN
CLEVELAND HILLEL BOARD PRESIDENT

With over 40 years of experience in human resources and
leadership development, Jennifer Cohen is a seasoned executive
coach and leadership consultant, committed to nurturing the
future leaders of the Jewish and Cleveland communities.
Throughout her career in Northeast Ohio, she has dedicated
herself to fostering personal and professional growth in others.

Jennifer’s journey with Hillel began during her college years at
Ohio State University. Initially, she attended just one program, but
her involvement deepened when she joined Cleveland Hillel’s
board through a Federation development program. Since then, she
has served on the board twice, for a combined total of over 20
years, and officially became president in January 2024.

In her leadership role, Jennifer focuses on keeping students
connected to their Jewish identities while pursuing higher
education. She is passionate about supporting programs that
provide role models, foster leadership development, and offer
meaningful engagement with Jewish leaders. 

“Cleveland Hillel embodies its core mission of helping Jewish students
continue to live a rich, valuable Jewish life. Hillel is focused on engaging with
the campus community in combatting Jewish hate, and addressing some of

the structural biases that are built into higher education.”



also a space for reflection, gratitude, and spiritual renewal. Whether students are seasoned observers
or exploring what it means to be Jewish, all students are welcome to join us as we light the candles,
say the blessings, dine together, and embrace the peace of Shabbat.

Shabbat is a cherished opportunity for our
community to come together, connect, and find
meaning in the beauty of Jewish tradition.

On Friday evenings, students gather to celebrate
Shabbat with warmth, joy, and a sense of
belonging. We offer several types of Shabbat
services for students from all backgrounds, many
of which are student-led. Shabbat dinners are
provided at no cost to students. 
Our Shabbat services and dinners are not only a
time for festive meals and lively conversation but

SHABBAT
Shabbat at Cleveland
Hillel is more than just a
weekly tradition.

“Shabbat dinner is an incredible experience. There is something
beautiful about coming together to say kiddush and share a meal,
putting aside whatever political or religious difference we have to

come together in a pluralistic community.”
– Ben R., CWRU ‘25

SHABBAT HOSTING LAB
Shabbat Hosting Lab at Cleveland Hillel offers students a new Shabbat experience. This innovative

program provides students with the tools, resources, and support they need to open their dorm
room, apartment, or home, and welcome other students into their Shabbat experience.

Students learn the art of hosting, explore diverse customs and traditions from each other, and
cultivate meaningful connections with fellow students. From planning the menu to setting the
table, our Shabbat Hosting Lab empowers students to create memorable moments and build

lasting friendships through the beauty of Shabbat.



JEWISH EDUCATION
SUMMER INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 

JEWISH LEARNING FELLOWSHIP 

Our Summer Internship Program at Cleveland Hillel offers
an unparalleled opportunity for students to gain valuable
professional experience, develop leadership skills, and
make a meaningful impact in the Jewish community.

Through hands-on projects, mentorship from seasoned
professionals, and immersive learning experiences,
interns at SIP are empowered to take on leadership roles,
explore their passions, and contribute to the vibrant life of
our organization. Recent SIP participants have interned
for several organizations and businesses like the Jewish

Students who participate in the eight-week cohort-
based Jewish Learning Fellowship at Cleveland Hillel

and Oberlin Hillel embark on a transformative journey of
discovery, exploration, and growth. Designed for

students seeking to deepen their understanding of
Jewish tradition and identity, JLF offers a dynamic blend

of study, discussion, and experiential learning.

Led by knowledgeable mentors and featuring an
engaging curriculum, JLF provides a supportive

environment for students to delve into topics ranging
from Jewish history and philosophy to contemporary issues and personal reflection.

“SIP has allowed me to learn and grow tremendously – thank you to
the Mt. Sinai Health Foundation for your support of Cleveland Hillel!”
– Brooke

“My summer working at the Jewish Family Services Association was
extremely education and influential for my future career. This support

has changed my life, and I am so grateful!”
– Alena M.

Educational Center of Cleveland, Effective Leadership Academy, Jewish Family Services
Association of Cleveland, New Heights ABA, LLC, Oberlin College Archives, and the Jewish
Federation of Cleveland.



ISRAEL ENGAGEMENT
Israel Engagement lies at the heart of Cleveland Hillel's mission, offering a
dynamic array of programs and initiatives that foster deep connections to the land,
culture, and people of Israel. Through immersive experiences, educational
opportunities, and meaningful dialogue, we strive to create a vibrant and inclusive
community where every student can explore their relationship with Israel in a
supportive and open-minded environment.

Lielle Ziv was Cleveland Hillel's Israel Fellow from 2022-2024. In her time at Hillel, Lielle
worked tirelessly to support students on and off campus, and was been instrumental in
connecting with and supporting students in the aftermath of October 7th, leading multiple
projects and events.

In the fall of 2023, Lielle taught Kol Yisrael, a 6-week cohort learning program for
students to explore big ideas and big questions with Israel as a real-world case study.
After the war began, she shifted focus to the events since October 7th, giving space for
discussion and questions. Lielle has also created multiple displays on campus to both
honor the hostages and encourage productive dialogue among students.

Lielle brought students to hear former Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett speak, and
spearheaded a discussion with Bassem Eid, a pro-Israel Palestinian human rights activist
and political analyst who gave students an in-depth look about the origin of Hamas and
the struggles of the Palestinian people. Other initiatives include bringing "Roots", an
Israeli-Palestinian grassroots initiative for understanding, nonviolence and
transformation, to CWRU to speak with students.

From taking students to the Cleveland Cavaliers vs Maccabi Ra'anana basketball game to
setting up a Jewish Day of Unity (כ״ט בנובמבר), Lielle always brought an important
perspective to her her work, making her an invaluable member of the Cleveland Hillel
team.

Jewish Agency Israel Fellow Program



Our workshops and classes like our six-week-long Kol Yisrael learning cohort empower
students to become informed advocates for Israel on campus and beyond using real-world
case studies. Through interactive discussions, skill-building exercises, and guest
speakers, participants learn how to effectively communicate Israel's story, address
misinformation, and engage in constructive dialogue about the complex issues facing the
region.

“I took the Kol Yisrael class in Fall 2023. When we had our first meeting
after Oct 7th, it was meaningful to have conversations with people – both

Jews and non-Jews – who don’t always have the same perspective as
me. Discussing Israel and its history helped me understand the larger
context, what’s happening with the Israeli government, and the larger

context to what is going on.“
– Shira S., CWRU ‘23

Israel Advocacy Workshops

Throughout the year, Cleveland Hillel hosts a variety of cultural celebrations and festivals
that highlight the beauty and diversity of Israeli culture. Our annual Israel Week features

traditional Israeli cuisine and cultural events that offer students the opportunity to
celebrate and connect with Israel's vibrant heritage.

Cultural Celebrations and Festivals

Our speaker series and seminars bring leading experts, scholars, and thought leaders to
campus to discuss a wide range of topics related to Israel, including politics, history,
religion, and innovation. These engaging events provide students with the opportunity to
deepen their understanding of Israel's complexities and engage in nuanced conversations
about its past, present, and future. Previous speakers have included Palestinian human
rights activist Bassem Eid, survivors of the October 7th massacre, Rabbi Hanan
Schlesinger and Noor A’wad from Roots, an Israeli-Palestinian grassroots initiative for
understanding and nonviolence, and Israeli actor and IDF veteran Yadin Gellman.

Speakers & Seminars



OBERLIN
Since the 1950s, Oberlin College and
Conservatory has offered its Jewish students the
opportunity to create a Jewish community on
campus. It did so initially by offering a small
number of programs staffed by a part-time
professional. 

Beginning in the 1970s the Cleveland Hillel has
provided full-time staff and a small but
comprehensive slate of programs and services.

Oberlin College has always had a unique Jewish
community, with many students coming from
both a politically and religiously liberal
background. The history and numbers of Jewish
students attending the college (estimated
between 20-25% of the student population) has
resulted in a naturally vibrant and dynamic Jewish
activity.  We strive to sponsor cutting-edge programming on campus, especially on issues of gender
and social justice. Arts and culture have also played a significant role in program development at
Oberlin College Hillel, and an appreciation for deeply engaging Jewish educational content remains
strong with our student population.

Hillel staff at Oberlin help cultivate Jewish student leadership and life by facilitating daily and
weekly gatherings of Jewish students, drop-in get-togethers in the Hillel lounge space, weekly
meetings of Jewish interest groups, and many large social and educational programs. Many
gatherings on campus this year have been created around developing opportunities for focused
micro-communities / cohorts to develop and build community. 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
Weekly Shabbat and holiday celebrations
Hillel’s Jewish Learning Fellowship (JLF). This year’s topics have focused on
the following curricula: Life’s Big Questions and Pursuing Justice
A Kosher kitchen and dining program that  is run and supported by the
College and AVI, their food services provider. 



DONOR HONOR ROLL

The Jewish Federation of
 Cleveland
Hillel International
Maccabee Task Force
David and Inez Myers Foundation
Mt. Sinai Health Foundation
The Harry K. Fox & Emma R. Fox
   Charitable Foundation

Thank you for supporting Jewish students in Cleveland and at Oberlin

$ 1 0 , 0 0 0 +

$ 3 , 6 0 0 - $ 9 , 9 9 9

$ 1 , 8 0 0 - $ 3 , 5 9 9

$ 1 , 0 0 0 - $ 1 , 7 9 9

$ 5 0 0 - $ 9 9 9

$ 1 8 0 - $ 4 9 9

Fran & Jules Belkin
Benesch
Rochelle & Harley Gross
Nancy & Irving Oleinick
Schmelzer Family Charitable
   Fund
Michael & Anita Siegal Family
   Foundation
Sandy & Tim Wuliger
Dan & Ellen Zelman Family
   Foundation

Ellen E. & Victor J. Cohn
   Foundation
Jennifer & Grant Dinner
Michael Greenberg
J. David & Rebecca Heller Family
   Foundation
Jaffe Charitable Foundation
Lisa Jericho
Jonathan Leebow
Amy & Marc Morgenstern
Mary Ann & Gary Shamis
Saltzman Youth Panel of the
Jewish Federation of Cleveland

Helene & Jeff Schussler
 Charitable Fund
Sally & Lawrence Sears
Lawrence C. Sherman Family
   Foundation
Tzipor Ulman & Yigal Rubinstein

Tracy & Jerry Appel
Richard Bloom
Pam & Marc Borstein
Barbara & Barry Epstein
Howard Epstein and Gregg
Levine Philanthropic Fund
Sarah & Jamie Fleckner
Ann & Scott Garson
Mary M. & Jerold Goldberg
Fran & Don Golden
Carolyn & Jeffrey Goldstein
Noreen Koppelman Goldstein
   & Barry Goloboff
Paul Groipen
Anita & William Heller
Michael Henry
Sally & Mark Hurwitz
Claire Fowles & M. Jared
   Isaacson
Kim & Thomas Littman
Milton & Tamar Maltz Family
   Foundation
Stephen Monto
Mildred Shelby Heller Memorial
   Fund
Robert and Eileen Sill Family
   Foundation
Darby & Jon Steiger
Linda & Clifford Wolf
Donna Yanowitz
Shira & Martin Zimmerman

Abby & Tom Abelson
CAF America & CyberGrants, LLC
Jill Arena
Ran Ari-Gur
Alana Aronin
Julia Bacharach & Daniel Cory
Dahna & Jonathan Baskin
Nadine & Richard Bendycki
Karen Bernstein
Myrna Arlen Bloch & Kurt Bloch
Brunswick Companies
Elizabeth Dreben & Hillel Chiel
Jennifer Ciralsky
Sheila & Mike Cory

Connie & Murray Altose
Eliana & Liron Caplan
Kareen & Michael Caputo
Paula & Daniel Dreyfuss
Laura B. Friedel
Dr. Arnold Greenland
Heights Blaugrund Weingarden
   B'nai B'rith Lodge No. 1152
Ruth & Phil Hoffman Memorial
   Endowment Fund
Amy R. & Stephen H. Hoffman
   Philanthropic Fund
Giselle & Steven Lander
R. Jeff McPeak
Chaya & Paul Schapiro
M & J Shafran Foundation
Adrienne & Harvey Siegel
Judith Solganik
Jerry & Cheryl Weinstein Fund
Wexner Cleveland Special
   Purpose Fund



Baret Fink
Shelley & David Fishbach
Breena & Jed Fishback
Rina Frankel
Howard Garber
Lori Gershon
Diane & Joseph Gezelter
Christine & Jeffrey Goldberg
Robin & Richard Goldenson
Amy & Eric Goldstein
Steven Goulder
Andrew Gratz
Natalie & Joseph Grover
Candy & Brent Grover
Peter Haas
Raquel & Michael Haas
Ingrid & Barry Isaacs
Jennifer & Alan Jacobs
Ethel Marcus Jacobs & Harry
Jacobs Memorial Fund
Laura & Michael Jaffe
Suellen & Lawrence Kadis
Benjamin & Amy. Kahn
Steven Katz
Debbie Kaufman
Matthew & Kristen Keller
Daryl Kertesz
Debbie & John Kish
Elizabeth Klein
Eric Kogelschatz
Amy Kramer
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph C. Krauskopf
Laura Kuntz
Karen Langsner
Tamara & Abe Leider
Yoram Leitner
Nancy & Adam Levin
Shelly & Scott Lewis
Rita & Bruce Mandel
Harriet & Gary Mann
Noa Noy & Danny Manor
Kevin Margolis
Amy Memis-Foler & Dave Foler
Samuel Mendales
Kelly & Aaron Mendelsohn
Elyse & Davin Milun

$ 1 - $ 1 7 9

$ 1 8 0 - $ 4 9 9  c o n t . Terri A. Zall & Kenneth E. Morris
Karen Myerson
Elizabeth & Michael
   Nochomovitz
Marilyn & Kenneth Oif
Deborah Paris
Shari & Michael Perlmuter
Joanne & Richard Prober
Elisa & Howard Rabb
Heddy & Leonard Rabe
Sara Richter
jamie Rindsberg
Enid Rosenberg
Dorene & Joseph Rosenthal
Daniel Ross
Michelle & Harvey Sass
Toni & Donald Scherzer
Karin Schleifer
Suzanne Decker & Brian
   C. Schreiber
Aviva Segall
Mr. Jonathan Shoag
David & Vivian Singer
Myron B. Stern
Naomi Strubel
Hasida & Philip Toltzis
Robert S Walsky
Rachel Weinstein Shamah
Gail & Edward Weintraub
Judith Salomon & Jerome Weiss
Eveline & Ilan Wexler
Jill & Jeffrey D. Zimon

Anonymous
Mitchell Arch
Ms. Ilene Aube
Marcia Bakst
Mathew Barkan
Joan Olovitch & Benico Barzilai
Gina Beim & Mark Freeman
Michael Bennett
Mary & Murray Berkowitz
Marjorie & John Berman
Deborah & Howard Bobrow
Patricia Bonadonna
Michelle & Duane Borgman
Susan & Daniel Borison

Suzanne Jacobs & Jeffrey M.
   Borkan
Jean Bratter
Phyllis & Kenneth Bravo
Barbara & Arthur Broad
Michelle Brot
Stanley Brown
Jeanette Buchwald
Andria Canel
Michael Cavallo
Fred Chalfin
Phillip and Laura Cheron
Sandra & Bennett Cohen
Daniel Cohen
Jennifer & Ben Cohen
Isabelle Coy
Gabriel Dash
Teresa Dechant
Susan Delman
Sandra Dennis
Ethan Dobres
Zach Kuzemka & Madison Dore
Michelle Doron
Mariana & Alexis Edelman
Lynne & Arthur Ellis
Ariella Epstein
Shulamith & Gerald Erenberg
Kylie Farrell
Judith Feiertag
Rachel Felber
Carol & Arnold Feltoon
Marc Fienberg
Maara Fink
Shira Flowers
Maddy Foler
Debra & Ronald Fox
Andrew Franco
Joanne & Stephen Friedman
Phyllis & Avrum Froimson
Michelle Fruma Sands
Shai Galili
Dan Gezelter
Rachel Gilman & Tina Cutone
Yonatan Ginsburg
Laurie & Daniel Goetz
Tyler Goetz
Renee Goldfarb
Daniel Goldman



$ 1 - $ 1 7 9  c o n t .

David J. Goodman
Gary Goodman
Dahna Gordon-Baskin
Zachary Gottlieb
Leslie Grant
Marjorie & Paul Grayson
Daniel Greenberg
Nicki Greenberg
Diane & Mark Greenfield
Rachel & Martin Greenstein
Lois & Andrew Gross
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Groys
Mary Halawani
Etan Harmelech
Richard S. Harris
Mae Lee Held
Paula & Daniel Herman
Jane Buechel & Zelek Herman
Shari (Sharon) Hill
Erica Hirsh
Debby Hoffman
Sue & Rudi Hoffman
Isabel Jacobs
Isaiah Jacobs
Marlyn & Ari Jaffe
Kathleen & Mark Jaffee
Charles Kahn
Milton Katz
Steven Kaufman
Lois Kaye
Gary Keefner
Judith & Barry Kenter
Judi Kenter
Bonnie & Jonathan Klarfeld
Wendy & David Kornbluth
Rabbi Riqi Kosovske
Egan Koufman
Roslyn & Edward Kowit
Stephen Kravitz
Marion Krieger
Eli Krop-Siegmund
Ellen & Howard Landau
Deborah Lazerson
Jeffrey Lehrman
Susan & Howard Levin
Lauren & Douglas Levin

Wayne Levy
Ben Lewin
Adina & Steven Lewkowicz
Gail & Kenneth Liffman
Lisa Linden
Ronald M. Lisan
Susan Lockshine-Reiner
Jayla Louis
Samuel Lovitz
Arlene Lubin
Aimee Lurie
Lawrence Mack
Jerry Mandel
Sara Adler Mandelbaum
Shelley & Gregory Marcus
Judith Margolis
Jeffrey Marks
Barbara Matorin
Kathleen & Thomas McCarthy
Dan Merenstein
Ben Miller
Jessica Monahan
Mark Morrison
Linda & Jan Moskowitz
Abigail Moss
Melanie & Jeffrey Muller
Louis Muller
Alena Murdakhaev
Lee Must
Aaron Nagler
Katherine Negrón
Sharon & Larry Newman
Jodi Nudelman
Liz & Sheldon Oberfeld
Heather & Martin Oppenheimer
Ken Orenstein
Edith Paller
Steven Z. Perlin
Robert Phillips
Jennifer & Ken Pines
Amy & David Pollack
Daniel Pomerantz
Dr. Amir Poreh
Cynthia Port
Gregory Powers
Ben Rickin-Marks
William M. Robinson
Pauline & Rabbi Carnie Rose

Marissa & Howard Rosen
Jennifer Rosenberg
Robert Rosenthal
Jack Rosenthal
Rachel Rosenthal
Eli Rosner
Julie Ross
Ellyn Ross
Cullen Roth
Patty Rubin
Mark J. Sack
Dr. Gerald Saidel
Mark Sassower
Nancy Witt
Barbara Schwartz
Roberta & Stuart Sears
Sanford Seiger
Steven E. Sender
Morgan Shagrin
Sydney Shagrin
Marcy & Brett Shankman
Joy & Milton Shefter
Ronit Sherwin &
 Rabbi David Komerofsky
Cantor Shifman
Debbie & David Shifrin
Toby Siegel
Rachel Silverman
Shawn & Barry Simon
Laura Simon & Steven M. Moss
Marcy Schwartz & Daniel Simon
Mendel Singer
Zehava & Warren Sklar
Amy & Steven Small
Tova Soclof
Jack Spero
Scott Spiegle
Beth & Larry Spyke
Janet Stark
Samantha Stern
Wendy & Jonathan Stone
Rita & James Stonehill
Elissa Strauss
Tamara Strubel
Alison Tannenbaum
Linda Tedjakusuma & Howard
   Bulos
Carly Thomas



THANK YOU TO OUR INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERS

Gita E Shipkowitz & Erik K.
   Tjarksen
Reanna Tsirlin
Maya Uretsky
Jon Warech
Ieda Warshay
Ianna Wasser

Sydelle Zinn & Joseph White 
Michelle & Lorin Wiener
David A. Wildman
Erica & Scott Wilkov
Idelle Wolf
Aric Greenfield & Nancy Wolf
Elizabeth & Jonathan Wolpaw

Daniel Yakobian
Brooke Yanai
Alyssa Zimmerman
Lielle Ziv
Hannah & Adam Zollman
Jordyn Zucker

$ 1 - $ 1 7 9  c o n t .
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